
           

An AMA Gold Club 

 

 

Newsletter Editor.  

Hello everyone, I’m John Lawyer and I am going to 
be taking over as the newsletter editor.  I will admit 
I am terrible with names, so if I get your name 
wrong in the newsletter I apologize beforehand.  If 
I get other facts wrong, I apologize.  If you send me 
an email or hand me a note on any corrections, I 
will be glad to get it into the next newsletter.  
Besides, that will help me to take up space in the 
newsletter also.     You can contact me at 
jlawyer41@att.net or 765-918-7229 

I will always be happy to take input from anyone for 
the newsletter. 

 

Upcoming Events 

June 30 - 11th Annual Blacksheep Warbird Fly In.  

July 4 - Independence Day cookout and Club 
Meeting 
August 1 - Monthly club meeting 7:30 at Club 
Field 
August 11 - 6th Annual R/C Airshow to benefit 
HVAF (Hoosier Veterans Assistance Foundation).  

August 18, 19 - Terre Haute Airshow featuring the 
Blue Angels  

August 25 - Indy RC Modelers Toys for Tots Fly In  
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September 1 - Warrior Day at AMA National Flying 
Site -NOTE date change.-  

September 5 - Monthly club meeting 7:30 at Club 
Field 
October 3 - Monthly club meeting 7:30 at Club 
Field 

  

June 2018 Meeting Minutes 

Recorded by John Lawyer Newsletter Editor 

The June 2018 club meeting was held on June 6th, 2018 at 
the flying field clubhouse.  President Rege Hall called the 
meeting to order at 7:33 PM.  . 
 
President's Report  
 No report 
 
Vice President's Report  
 No Report 
 
Treasurer's Report  
 John Edwards gave us a summary of the club’s 

treasury. 
 
Secretary’s Report 
 No report. 
 
Field Marshall’s Report 
 No report. 
 
Safety Coordinator's Report  
 No report. 
 
New Members/Visitors 
 
 
Old Business 
 The Warbird Fly In will be June 30th.  Rege asked that 

we all come out and enjoy the day.  There will be a $10 
landing fee that will include lunch.  Other lunch tickets 
will cost $5.  We will need help with cooking the food.  
Also other help will be needed with registration and 
other tasks.  There will be a raffle with a couple of 
planes from the Castleton Hobbytown.   We will be 
doing field Cleanup the Friday before the fly in. 

 The next meeting is July 4th so we will combine the 
meeting with a Cookout.  Roman candles versus some 
small planes in the evening. 

 Jet Jam will be the weekend of June 16. 
 The St. John’s Float Fly will be June 24. 
 The Muncie Electric Fly will be the 22nd, 23rd and 24th. 
 The Model Aviation Day, Hoosier Veterans Foundation 

Association Fund raiser will be August 11.  There is a 
Flyer online that can be printed out and dropped off at 
sites to advertise the fundraiser.  There are donation 
buckets in the clubhouse that can also be placed 
around.  And please be asking for raffle items to help 

raise money for that day.  Last year we raised $7530, 
we hope to do even better this year. 

 
New Business 
 The field runway has several areas that have potholes 

from some missing grass. It looks like some creatures 
were digging for grubs. It was mentioned that maybe we 
should put down something to kill the grubs.  It was also 
mentioned that Andy, from Waste Management, may be 
over seeding the existing grass.  There were several 
other suggestions on what could be done and it was 
suggested that it would be best to do something in the 
fall.  It was also hoped that once we got some rain it 
would help with the potholes also. 

 The Warrior day at Muncie that AMA asked our help 
with will be Saturday September 1st.  Anybody that can 
come help would be appreciated.  We will be helping 
Veterans to fly trainers. 

 We will doing a second Float fly at Avon.  More info to 
come. 

 
Show and Tell 
 No Show and tell  
 
With no further club business, the meeting was adjourned at 
7:44. 
 
The July club meeting will be held on Wednesday, July4th.  
The meeting will be held at the flying field clubhouse and 
will begin at 7:30 PM. There will also be a club cookout that 
afternoon.  
 
One last reminder, please support your local hobby stores.  
Special thanks go out HobbyTown USA in Castleton for 
extending a discount to our club for our monthly and year 
end raffle prizes.  
 

 
 
Field reminders: 
-  If you should ever have to call 911 (or order 
pizza), our address is 178 E. Twin Bridges Rd  
-  If you are the last one at the field, be sure the 
clubhouse door is locked and the front gate is 
locked. 
-  Fly safe, the AMA safety rules are posted by the 
door of the clubhouse. 
-  If flying on 72 mhz, be sure to use the frequency 
board. 
-  There are fire extinguishers located just inside 
the clubhouse door. 
-  If you see trash or cans lying around, please pick 
it up. Let’s all keep our field beautiful. 
-  Try not to overflow gas, glow fuel or smoke fluid 
on the grass, causes bare sports. 
-  Be cognizant of others.   
- Watch for full scale planes.  Avoid any 
interaction. 



-  Please put aluminum cans in the bins that are 
located in the clubhouse and by the trash cans, we 
are recycling the cans to help pay for gas for the 
mowers. 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
AMA OUTDOOR NATS Muncie 

RC Scale: June 22-24 

RC Scale Aerobatics: June 26-29 

CL Scale July 6-8 

RC Pylon Racing: July 6-13 

Control Line (Precision Aerobatics, Carrier, and 
Combat): July 8-14 

RC Combat: July 9-12 

RC Aerobatics (Pattern) July 15-19 

RC Soaring: July 22-28 

Outdoor Free Flight: July 23-27 

RC Helicopter: July 30-August 2 

Control Line (Racing, Speed): July 30-August 3 
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Model Airplane News  

Perfect the Positive Snap Roll 

 

At the start of their flying careers, some pilots can only 
perform certain maneuvers from a particular direction. The 
proficient pilot, though, must be able to execute figures in 
all directions. Being able to apply corrective inputs in all 
directions, no matter what orientation the aircraft is in, is a 
critical skill. The positive snap roll in opposite directions 
combines two maneuvers, performed in opposite 
directions, within one figure. 

BEFORE WE BEGIN 

If you have an aerobat with large control surfaces and you 
want to perform precise figures with the utmost 
consistency, you must take advantage of dual, or triple, 
flight rates. It is difficult to fly precision maneuvers when 
there’s too much control surface deflection. 

I prefer to use a three-position flight mode where all rates 
for all control surfaces are found on a single switch. One 
rate is for rolling figures and general precision aerobatic 
maneuvers, the second rate is for snap rolls and spins, and 
the third is typically used for 3D flight. Given the fact that 
the maneuver of the month is not a 3D maneuver, 
maximum rates are not required. 

For this figure, a maximum of 35 degrees of control-surface 
deflection will be required for aileron, 20 degrees for 
elevator, and 35 degrees for rudder. On this rate, a great 
starting point for exponential is about 40% (this value will 
either be positive or negative, depending on the radio 
manufacturer). Adding exponential will soften how the 
airplane responds to certain control inputs around neutral, 
but you can achieve maximum travel by moving the control 
stick the maximum amount. While different pilots typically 
prefer different aircraft setups, the professional pilot will 
agree that time, patience, and proper flight techniques are 

required to find the best balance of exponential and 
control-surface deflection. 

OVERVIEW 

For the first few attempts, always perform this figure 
parallel to the runway, into the wind, and at a distance of 
about 300 feet for a 60-inch-span aircraft. A generous 
altitude will also help if you lose orientation, so you can 
always abort the maneuver by neutralizing the control 
sticks, seeing the orientation of the model, and applying 
corrective roll and pitch inputs to orient the aircraft in 
upright level flight. Equally important, keep a fair amount 
of distance between you and the aircraft; if you fly too 
close to yourself, you won’t be able to see the entire figure 
and apply corrective inputs. 

 

IF THE MANEUVER IS PERFORMED TOO SLOWLY, THE 
AIRCRAFT WILL TUMBLE THROUGH THE SNAP ROLL, AND IT 
WILL BE DIFFICULT TO CONTROL ALTITUDE AND HEADING. 

The figure of the month is centered on the pilot, which 
means that the halfway point for the maneuver is the brief 
line segment between the two snap rolls. With that said, 
the first snap roll will need to occur just seconds before the 
aircraft approaches the pilot so that the snap roll is 
complete and so that the second snap roll can occur right 
after passing the pilot. 

The moment that you will need to initiate the snap roll will 
vary depending on the rotation rate of the aircraft. Typical 
snap-roll rates, however, will require you to initiate the 
first snap roll about three seconds before the airplane 
approaches you. Apply up-elevator to initiate the 
maneuver and stall the aircraft. Then, apply left aileron and 
left rudder. Release inputs as the first rotation is complete; 
at that point, the airplane should be directly in front of you. 

https://www.modelairplanenews.com/author/hollyh/
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Once complete, it is time to perform another snap roll but 
in the opposite direction. Again, apply up-elevator input 
but, this time, followed by right aileron and right rudder 
input. 

Let’s simplify matters, and divide this exciting figure into 
four separate steps. 

STEP 1. For the first attempt, begin by lining up the aircraft 
to the runway traveling level, upright, and into the wind at 
a fairly high altitude. Because the example illustration is 
flown from left to right, orient the model and apply 75% 
throttle. As the aircraft approaches you, initiate the snap 
roll by applying up-elevator to initiate the maneuver and 
stall the aircraft. Then apply left aileron and left rudder. 

STEP 2. Keep the rotation rate the same throughout the 
snap roll. Keep control inputs constant until the end of the 
maneuver and, as the aircraft approaches level, release the 
control inputs. At this point, the model should be placed 
directly in front of you. Releasing control inputs for 
different control surfaces at different times will result in a 
rotation rate that is not consistent throughout the entire 
figure, which would result in a downgrade in competition. 

STEP 3. Ensure that the speed of the aircraft is adequate to 
perform the second snap roll. If the first maneuver resulted 
in a fairly substantial speed difference, apply throttle as 
needed and begin the second snap roll. After the aircraft 
completes the first snap roll, execute a snap roll in the 
opposite direction. As with the first snap roll, apply up-
elevator to stall the model. Then follow with right aileron 
and rudder. 

STEP 4. Again, control inputs should be held until the 
rotation is complete. Throttle use is important as it controls 
the airspeed of the aircraft. If the maneuver is performed 
too slowly, the aircraft will tumble through the snap roll, 
and it will be difficult to control altitude and heading. Once 
the rotation is complete, prepare to align the model and 
give this maneuver another try. 

FINAL THOUGHTS 

Some pilots prefer to roll only one direction. Being 
proficient in performing a snap roll (or a standard roll) in 
both directions, however, not only is mandatory for the 
competition aerobatic scene but also will make you a 
better pilot. With time, maneuvers like the positive snap 
roll in opposite directions will become second nature. 
Remember, while airframes all differ to some degree, 

programming concepts remain the same. Always take 
advantage of the various capabilities that your radio 
system offers so that you can tune the aircraft to your 
personal preferences. Above all else, though, remember to 
have fun! 

 
 

Project I am working on.   

I am building the below from a Short Kit from 
http://eurekaaircraft.com/  .  I have been very happy with 
the kit and would highly recommend them if you are 
looking for something to build. It is a Fifty Caliber that I will 
power with two .25 OS Glow engines. 

 

 

 
by John Lawyer***  Till next month may all your 

landings be wheels down.  *** 

 

http://eurekaaircraft.com/

	Secretary’s Report

